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Introduction

In December 2023, the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) took control of Gezira and western Sennar,
exposing the region to extreme violence. This invasion has significantly impacted Sudan,
particularly by disrupting access to food and contributing to the current famine. Gezira, located
at the heart of the country, is considered Sudan’'s breadbasket. Before the RSF's attack on the
region, it was hometo at least 6.5 million people, over a million and a half of whom were internally
displaced persons (IDPs) from various parts of the country, including South and West Darfur,
Kordofan, and Khartoum with the largest share of the displaced coming from Khartoum.

Since the war began, violence has been continuous, leading to displacement and dispossession,
causing massive traumatization, and the disruption of all aspects of life in the area. Despite the
displacement of nearly 11 million people, millions of residents, including many in Gezira State, remain
in their cities and villages in RSF-controlled areas, unable to flee the dire conditions they face.

Although delayed due to the rural nature of the state and the spotty network coverage that
at times has been completely blocked, news about crimes and atrocities continues to make
its way onto social media channels. According to estimates from the Wad Madani Resistance
Committee on the 18™ of April 2024, at least 800 people were murdered, with hundreds injured.
In addition, hundreds of thousands of villagers and farming communities were terrorized,
tortured, and blackmailed; women and children have been held hostage in exchange for access
to community savings. At the same time, their homes and harvests were robbed, and they were
forced to flee their villages.

Most recently, media outlets and social media have announced a massacre in the town of Wad Al
Noora, where the RSF attacked twice on Wednesday June 5™, overrunning the town. While exact
numbers are still unclear, it is evident that the RSF killed over 180 people, with increasing deaths
publicized as time has passed.! Social media has displayed video footage of dozens of shrouded
bodies being buried in a mass grave. While information of this particular massacre is still just
emerging, SIHA has already begun to receive reports of sexual violence undertaken by the RSF in
the town. Further documentation of the crimes committed there, including the sexual violence
perpetrated, will be essential to secure access to justice for the residents of Gezira.

On the morning of June 13, the RSF committed another massacre in the village of Sheikh Al
Samani, south of the island.? They attacked civilians inside the village, killing at least 20 residents
and leaving an unknown number of wounded, including many children and women. The scale
and brutality of the RSF's violence in Gezira is calculated to displace the population quickly
allowing members of the RSF to loot residences and seize property unhindered.

SIHA's previous report on Gezira used open-source stories as well as four recorded incidents
to demonstrate the prevalence of sexual abuse, notably in Wad Madani and smaller towns, as
well as among women forced to relocate from Gezira. The initial occurrences from the 19t of
December 2023 to early January 2024 mirror the RSF's established pattern during invasions, in
which they begin raiding residences immediately, using sexual violence to spread terror and
force people to evacuate their homes allowing the RSF to loot the homes freely. These tactics
spread fear very quickly, ensuring the RSF's dominance over the invaded location. In the process,
they contribute to the rending of the social fabric in Gezira, encouraging the recruitment of
young men along the lines of ethnicity as well as the targeting of specific communities. This
has been increasingly pronounced as Gezira has remained a site of combat, with both the RSF
as noted in this report, and the Sudanese Armed Forces targeting communities on an ethnic
basis, as recent reports indicate is happening not only across the country but specifically in
Geziral
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This report aims to shed light on the increase in conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) taking
place in the Gezira region, where all indications point to the fact that sexual violence is rife,
though under-discussed. Sexual violence, including gang rape and sexual slavery, has not been
sufficiently represented on social media networks or in reports of what is happening. Following
the RSF's tactics while invading other areas of the country, in Gezira, many villages have been
subjected to a combination of sexual violence, murder, and looting. This violence is systematic.
Indeed, the overwhelming majority of rape cases noted in this report are reports of gang rape,
indicating that these are not cases of individual soldiers acting alone, but rather are part of a
concerted campaign designed to incite terror, normalize sexual violence, and assure control
across the population.

Violent tactics and methods of control

The methods of violence used by the RSF as they secure control seem to have developed into
several waves. These waves of violence should not be seen as strictly chronological for the whole
state—rather, they come depending on the RSF's control over a particular village or town and
their need to secure compliance from the population at large. As such, all three types of violence
seem to still be undertaken in Gezira and western Sennar at this time, as the RSF has attempted
to consolidate its power yet maintains an uneven presence across the area.

Upon invasion of a particular town or area, the first wave of violence undertaken by the RSF
is focused on securing control. Upon entering villages, soldiers typically shoot into the air and
begin the looting process, starting with village businesses, shops, trading centers and storage
facilities, and then moving door to door. They forcibly enter these homes to search them for SAF
soldiers or other combatants and use sexual violence against women and girls inside. In the
process, soldiers target men, often killing them, while considering women as part of the ‘loot’ to
which they are entitled (GChanima).#

SIHA has documented many cases which follow this pattern. One witness, herself a victim of
looting and displacement, described these sorts of cases vividly:

“We were attacked in the house by around 10 armed men. They entered our house
saying they were searching for Sudanese army soldiers and threatened us with rape,
saying ‘You don’t have an army to protect you, you are here however we use you. Why
didn’t you already?’ After sunset, we heard the sound of screams from the house of
our neighbor. We went to rescue them, and we found they had raped the mother
and her three girls. Their situation was very bad, and they refused to leave the areq,
saying ‘we have already been raped. Why should we leave when leaving after our
rape doesn’t mean anything?’ We decided to leave Almedina Arab at 7om and during
our movement through the neighborhood, we heard the screams of women and girls
as they begged them not to rape them, and we heard RSF tell women to take off their
clothes.”

This case was indeed similar to another case from Almedina Arab documented by SIHA on the
11" of March in which a 38-year-old mother and her two underage daughters were gang-raped
inside their home in a similar manner.

In another case reported to SIHA on April 17t in Al Hasaheisa, the RSF entered the home of a
tea seller while she was working and, after they could not find sufficient resources to steal, they
beat, humiliated, and gang raped her 17-year-old daughter. This case was traumatizing and
financially devastating for the family, since the tea seller had been robbed of her few belongings
and had to stay home with her recovering daughter, leaving only her teenage son to provide for
the family. The situation became so dire for the family that they decided to return to Omdurman.




A second wave of violence seems to occur after the RSF has entered an area and assured
themselves of a degree of control. At this point, sexual violence seems to occur in different
circumstances, equally opportunistic in nature, but focused on specific women, most often
those who are particularly visible in public. This feeds into another trend noted below, namely
thetargeting of healthcare workers and those who work in the informal sector, but it also involves
kidnappings and forced marriage. In these cases, RSF violence involves ongoing negotiation
with the local population—while women are targeted specifically, the goal of the RSF seems
to be to coexist and secure a degree of consent from the population in the area. In one case
reported to SIHA, a woman in Wad Madani was raped at gunpoint by three RSF soldiers in front
of her husband after the soldiers threatened to kill her husband unless she complied on April
29th. She was eventually displaced with her husband to Sennar, where he divorced her, after
which she was further displaced to Kassala. This assault indicates the ways that sexual violence
has been used as a means to control and menace the loved ones of the victim and to secure
their compliance.

The third wave of violence remains similar to the second wave in that it involves targeting
of specific women; however, it is defined by less negotiation and coordination with the local
population. While this violence remains targeted, it seems to indicate that the RSF feels it has
greater ability to operate without consent from the local population and thus has no need
to negotiate. As such, it involves targeted reprisals against families, abductions, and forced
marriages.

In one of the cases SIHA has documented, reported on April 171", the RSF entered a woman’s
home in Al Hasaheisa and demanded sex from her. When she refused the RSF abducted her,
leaving behind her family. She was held for five days, and eventually found outside her home
with extensive injuries that indicate she was raped repeatedly by multiple perpetrators. The
circumstanceswere similar for two more cases reported to SIHA on April 17th who were abducted
by the RSF from Al Hasaheisa in mid-March: a 16-year-old girl and a 29-year-old woman. They
were abducted and held for four days during which time they were gang raped.

All of this violence serves to inculcate terror in the population in order to make them more
compliant. At the same time, it also indicates the degree of control that the RSF understands
itself to have in a particular area, thus giving a sense to the ongoing developments and changes
that have occurred across Gezira and western Sennar since December 2023.

Targeting of Healthcare Workers and Informal Sector Workers

Across these waves of violence and in and outside of Gezira, healthcare workers and workers in
the informal sector have been targeted by the RSF at greater rates. Thisisin part opportunistic—
women in the informal sector and female healthcare workers are highly visible, interacting with
many people throughout the day. RSF soldiers are more likely to see these women often and,
in the process, decide to target them for acts of violence. According to eyewitnesses, women
street vendors at Al Meliag, Dabasin, and Meheriba markets were subjected to harsh brutality
and abuse, forcing them to give out food and drink for free while also providing services to
militiamen. Women vendors are also subjected to harassment, torture, and beatings in public
in local markets if they defy or disregard RSF militiamen.

SIHA has documented multiple cases of the RSF targeting informal workers. On April 17th,
SIHA gained word of an incident that occurred in February or March in which a tea seller who
functioned as head of her household in Al Hasaheisa was subjected to torture through sustained
beating and assault by RSF soldiers at the side of the road. SIHA also had received a report of
another tea seller who was gang raped on the street on the 26" of February when the RSF
attempted to abduct her, as well as a case of one who was gang raped on the street and was
beaten and robbed of her belongings by RSF soldiers on the 8™ of March, both in Al Hasaheisa.




On March 151, 2024, the newspaper Jareeda published a report that noted that the Sudanese
Doctor’s Syndicate had issued a statement denouncing the RSF's use of sexual violence, and
reporting that the RSF had raped two female guardians of children in the hospital and one
nurse at Al Hasaheisa Children’s Hospital.> This incident was also noted by witnesses who sent
voice notes to SIHA pointing to how the RSF raped two women who had come with patients to
the hospital, and when a nurse came in response to the screaming, she was detained and raped
aswell. On March 25", another healthcare worker was assaulted and raped while returning from
work at a healthcare facility in Al Hasaheisa.

These acts are highly visible, since they affect women seen by many daily. When the RSF
perpetuates acts of violence against these women, those in the wider community are very
likely to find out, inculcating fear widely and in the process, helping to control the population.
Targeting healthcare workersin particular serves as well to reduce the number of people seeking
healthcare services and gathering in central locations in the process. It consequently leaves
the population isolated and vulnerable, unable to turn to institutions for essential services and
confined to their homes and neighborhoods.

These cases speak to the complex and lasting damage that the RSF’ violent tactics create for
victims, families,and communities. Although rape and sexual assault as well assexual exploitation
and sexual slavery are central patterns, other forms of exploitation that women who are visible
in public spaces have been subjected to include serving and cooking for the militiamen and
attending to their needs. Women over 70 years old who had formed a grandmothers' group
in south Omdurman reported to SIHA that they were forced to cook, and after, they had to
dance while the RSF soldiers shot bullets into the air and laughed at them. Another source
in Wad Madani, in her 80s, spoke about being followed and inappropriately touched by RSF
soldiers while she was walking to get food. In rural areas, women who remained in villages are
frequently forced to pick crops for the RSF without remuneration or for little money or food.

Sexual violence on roads

The public nature of the targeting of informal workers and healthcare workers is also evident in
cases in which women have been forced to travel, either on their own or in groups. In one case
SIHA has documented, a 28-year-old woman and mother of three children, left Wad Madani in
late February to search for her soldier husband by way of Al Fao. While the healthcare staff and
family that SIHA was able to reach to receive this case were unaware of the exact circumstances
of woman's journey, they noted that the injuries she sustained and the things she said upon
her arrival indicated that she had endured torture and gang rape before she finally returned
to her family in Sennar on March 3. She was reported to have had her hair shaved off with a
sharp object and bore multiple wounds, swelling, and bloody urine. She initially refused medical
care, and despite eventually accepting treatment, she died on March 5™. While her death was
not reported as a suicide, her sister and the nurse that attended her case at Sennar Hospital
described the case as seeming like a suicide since the victim vocalized a desire to die and
suffered from infections due to the long period in which she received no medical treatment.

This trend has continued since the entry of the RSF into Gezira. SIHA's earlier report released
in January, noted a case of three women who were raped while fleeing on Al Managil road.
They fled Wad Madani on the third day after the RSF invaded the city on December 215, 2023.
Soon after that, on January 15", the RSF stopped, looted, and gang-raped four women on a bus
traveling from Gezira to El Fasher in a town between Tandalti and El Obeid. A witness on the
bus recounted:

“We were afraid at the beginning. Then we thought it was a normal search and the
youth got off like any stop. Suddenly they said we only want women, and they focused
on us women and used bad street words you're embarrassed to repeat..The men
stood in one direction and the women stood in another direction and after that they
started looting and insulting.. The men gave their belongings without resistance
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handing them over. They said to them get back on. They got back on immediately...
My neighbors began to get on, and they left us in our place and after that, they came
to us saying ‘enough, today is your day and you will die’ Those that got on the bus
were looking out the window. They threatening us greatly, ‘go behind and take off
your clothes, come forward’ and so on... There was one girl who tried to resist a lot. She
was holding onto the door and kicking with her feet. They tried to make her move by
hitting her hard for ten minutes and they beat her on her hand, and she refused to let
go. In the end, they hit her in the face and broke two teeth and she still refused to let
go of the door..The real star was the driver, he wouldn't get on the bus, the only one
with any pride. He told them ‘Leave the girls, they're like your sisters.” In the end one
of them came running to him with a knife and threatened him. He fought with him
until he cut him on his hand...

“We were in great terror..Some cried and there were people who prayed and sought
forgiveness as if it were a nightmare... They told us ‘Enough, it’s your turn now,” we saw.
We cried...and they drove them to behind the bus and they screamed and cried out to
them. The situation was we couldn’t do anything. The men couldn’t do anything. We
could do what? They raped them...

The older aunt did not stop. She came back again and one of them wanted to take
her back behind the bus. She started to swear to them ‘for god’s sake, my son, | have
AIDS." The second one told him ‘Leave her, she’s sick.” After that they finished the bags,
they could and took what they could carry. They felt they had taken too long and were
afraid that people would revolt or something... they turned and went, leaving the four
girls behind the bus. After that the men said there are girls missing and | told them
the girl next to me isn't here and there’s another girl also next to her who didn’t come.
The men got down and brought the girls. They were injured to the point that they
couldn’t walk. We were crying, feeling helpless, and people were silent... we arrived at
El Obeid station, and everyone found a corner and sat there.” This witness helped the
women report their rape, though the victims remained in extremely bad states, one
vomiting through the night, and insisting on travelling the next day to El Fasher.

Dispossession and Displacement

In addition to terrorizing and subordinating the local population in Gezira, the RSF's use of
violence has also been implemented as primary means of accumulating resources and
recruiting more soldiers. The RSF has undertaken campaigns of recruitment in Gezira state,
whereby they leverage food shortages to use the dual threats of violence and withholding of
food or means to access food if the local commmunities do not ‘agree’ to offer their young men to
the RSF to enlist.® This was made possible in part due to the work of Abu Agla Keikel, a former
SAF officer and Bashir loyalist who had previously appeared at the Juba peace talks purporting
to speak on behalf of Gezira.” Since joining the RSF in August 2023, Keikel has played a critical
role in allowing the RSF access to the region and to the farming communities while also heavily
contributing to the region’s militarization and the recruitment of young soldiers there. These
recruitment campaigns have been focused on eastern Gezira and eastern Blue Nile.

Atthesametime,the RSFhasundertaken asystematiccampaigntoinvade andloot households,?
particularly in urban areas such as Wad Madani, where eyewitnesses recounted looting and
violence at length. One witness reported that the RSF broke into his home and told him they
would return at night to ‘pay his daughters a special visit! He and his four teenage daughters
walked for over forty kilometers to escape. A 75-year-old woman reported to SIHA that she was
exposed to severe beatings because she has vehicles parked at her home. The RSF demanded
the cars, but as they belonged to some of her relatives and she does not have the keys, she did




not have a way to hand them over. The RSF tortured her for more than 24 hours demanding
the keys, tools, and everything she owned. Even after the torture ended, they have continuously
returned to try to move the cars.

The RSF's widespread looting of homes is not restricted to houses from which residents have
fled, but also those of people who have remained in their homes. SIHA has received reports that
the RSF is conducting raids on residences in Wad Madani, stealing anything of value. These raids
specifically target women to blackmail their families and obtain access to large sums of money
or gold. Reports from early May indicate that RSF soldiers have forced their way into homes in
the Al Madanien and Hai Al Jamie Al Kabeer (Grand Mosque) neighborhoods, demanding that
women hand over their gold or money before assaulting and brutally beating them. Those who
do not hand over valuables in these looting campaigns are subject to torture, sometimes even
leading to death, by the RSF, who insist the residents are hiding valuables.

Photography by Faiz Abubaker

At times, this looting is combined with needless destruction designed to displace residents
and facilitate the dispossession of their land. An eyewitness in northern Gezira reported how
the RSF has used sacks of crops as bridges to cross water canals, not only stealing from the
owners of the farm, but also destroying food and encouraging the displacement of farmers and
dispossession of their crops and supplies.

This campaign of dispossession often continues even after residents are forced out of their
homes, as they are still attacked and robbed as they flee in search of safety. SIHA has received
reports of the RSF chasing, stopping, and searching buses while subjecting those on them to
beatings and humiliation as they rob them of their belongings, even killing passengers in the
process. On Wednesday, May 151", the RSF looted a bus heading from Al Bashagra to Shendi,
beating the passengers severely. In the midst of these beatings, soldiers fired their weapons and
killed Samah Mutawakil, a 23-year-old woman from the village of Amghad. Sudanese media
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outlets have reported the killing of the artist Amani lbrahim and her twin sister who were also
slain by gunshots from RSF soldiers while travelling by bus from Rufa'a to Gedaref in eastern
Sudan’?

According to the newspapers, the RSF chased the transport bus, then opened fire on the
passengers at random, killing the singer and her sister instantaneously and injuring others.
These episodes are a reoccurring pattern that points to the use of indiscriminate violence not
only in looting homes but also in robbing those fleeing.

In areas previously part of the Gezira agricultural project, cormmunities have mobilized larger
degrees of resistance to the RSF'sentry, including arming villages.' Such mobilization is consistent
with the degree of material resources and the scale of loss occurring in areas of the Gezira
scheme. In those areas, the displacement and destruction caused by the entry of the RSF have
not only dispossessed farmers of their land, but have also damaged critical infrastructure, such
as irrigation systems, which will make restoring the community's agricultural system extremely
difficult, posing long-term dangers for agricultural laborers that the scheme had benefitted. In
the process, the RSF's actions have set back critical post-revolutionary gains to farmers, since the
farmers’ union was able to organize and resist efforts by Bashir's regime to displace them of their
land following a 2005 law following the revolution, regaining land they had lost and preserving
farmers' labor rights. With the displacement of these farmers, there is a potential for further land
grabs, especially should these farmers be unable to return, that would weaken the farmers’ union
and post long-term damage to the economic rights of farmers in this area.!

Starvation and Food Insecurity

The land dispossession and displacement of farmers will have larger consequences across the
country with regard to food insecurity, which has been increasing in scale across Sudan over the
past months. The RSF invasion and its ongoing violence have interfered with farming, creating
a “cereal availability gap” across the country since farmers have been unable to grow grains that
feed not only those in Gezira but also much of the country.’? Across Sudan, roughly eighteen
million people are facing acute food insecurity, with five million people facing starvation.”
Even areas with relatively greater food prevalence face high prices and difficulties in obtaining
adequate nutrition, with most of Gezira facing ‘crisis’ level food scarcity according to the
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Scale

As the food crisis across Gezira worsens, women and girls are rendered increasingly vulnerable
to being targeted with sexual exploitation and coercion. Already, SIHA has received accounts of
women and girls in Gezira whose access to food is determined by their willingness to associate
with RSF soldiers and at times perform sexual acts for them. Such trends will only become
worse as food becomes less available and families become even more desperate.

Data Collection and Impediments to Information Gathering

Gathering information on the situation in Gezira and western Sennar has been long and
painstaking due to the cutoff in telecommunications and the rural conditions in the region
meaning that communication occurs over longer distances and requires more time in the
absence of conventional telecommunications services.
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While telecommunications had always been weak in rural areas of Sudan, this coverage was
weakened further as the RSF's invasion of Gezira in December 2023. This process was hastened by
the telecommunications blackout that overtook all of Sudan on February 29, 2024, which remains
active in roughly half of the country. The only internet access to be gained comes from the Starlink
satellite systems, which are often controlled by the RSF and notoriously expensive — recent estimates
include approximately 3,000 SDG for 10 minutes of internet. This context means that information
reported directly from Gezira has come from individuals taking on significant risks and bearing
great expenses to get this information out. Consequently, reporting atrocities and human rights
abuses is risky, often delayed, or not done at all, resulting in significant information gaps.

The topography of Gezira and western Sennar, where the population is more widely distributed
across small towns and villages means that social organizing, such as in the Emergency
Response Rooms, has been harder to maintain and harder for civilians to access, as compared
to large urban centers like Khartoum. This has not only impacted the situation for residents,
who face increasing difficulties in accessing essential services, but also for the documentation
of crimes against civilians, since those in rural areas are less able to either report violations
online due to the telecommunications blackouts or to travel to an area with communications
access in order to do so.

Moreover, these challenges are exacerbated by the relatively inexperienced, less mobilized civil
society of Gezira and Western Sennar which is unused to reporting violations of their rights. In
Darfur and South Kordofan, activists have been mobilized for some time to amplify their voices
and report on violations due to the strong political narratives they have subscribed to founded
on historical grievances and long-term engagement with the international system. In contrast,
the populations of Gezira, North Kordofan, and many portions of White Nile state have few
mechanisms for reporting, despite the current prevalence of serious war crimes in those areas.

For that reason, this report uses multiple sources. Importantly, SIHA is relying on reports from
those recently displaced from Gezira and western Sennar who can speak to the situation and
testify to their own experiences. The reports we have received from the recently displaced align
with cases reported by other contacts from inside Gezira and western Sennar. Lastly, this report
draws on open-source materials taken from social media and investigated by SIHA's team to
verify the open-source information. Together, all the information SIHA has gathered points to a
grim situation in which residents of Gezira are facing systematic conflict-related sexual violence
and gender-based violence.

Conclusions

Conflict-related sexual violence, looting, torture, and land and property dispossession are
deliberate and strategic techniques used by the RSF to accumulate resources and subordinate
the civilian population. As iterated in this report, these crimes have the effect of asserting
control and assuring quiescence and lack of resistance as the RSF displaces, dispossesses, and
robs a state, in the process evicting flourishing and self-sustaining farming communities and
relegating them to life as IDPs.

The RSF is well aware of the effects of sexual violence on communities, having used it for
decades to forcibly evict local communities and obtain access to land and properties. The RSF's
antecedent, the Janjaweed, has utilized similar tactics in Darfur since 2003 when they were
armed by the central government, led by SAF/NCP Bashir regime in order to pursue a bloody
counterinsurgency war against populations in Darfur. There, they used sexual violence to terrify
civilian communities and seize land and property in a campaign that widely reported the use
of rape as a weapon of war.’” The atrocities perpetrated by armed militias in Darfur in support of
the Bashir regime were replicated in Khartoum in 2019 during the Khartoum Sit-In, and again
Khartoum and Darfur since the outbreak of the war on April 151" 2023, and now they are being
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replicated in Gezira as well since the RSF invasion of the region in December 2023.

Sexual violence crimes committed in Gezira have not been adequately acknowledged or covered
since the outbreak of war. In Sudanese society, this has been the product of sensitivities and
social stigma associated with survivors of sexual violence. Less understandable is the reluctance
of political elites to acknowledge or discuss the sexual violence that has been perpetuated in
GCezira. Although other atrocities, such as looting and killings, have been widely published and
shared on social media, statements about sexual violence remain largely absent. This lack of
acknowledgment significantly contributes to the increasing use of sexual violence crimes,
turning women's bodies into weapons of war. Despite almost 50 villages having been invaded
by the RSF to date, information about CRSV in Gezira remains very difficult to obtain.

This report serves as a first step to lay out the nature of these crimes—both so that survivors can
gain access to safety and protection by ensuring the availability of safe spaces for survivors and
subsequently access to justice at the end of this war, but also, importantly, so that adequate
services and support can be provided for survivors and society at large to lay the foundation
for healing since these crimes have torn at the social fabric of the region and traumatized its
residents.

Recommendations

It is vital to launch programs in Sudan that help human rights and women’s rights
advocates and their organizations and facilitate the documentation of and response to
CRSV. In addition to resources, frontline WHRDs on the ground must be protected to
ensure they can continue providing services despite the difficult conditions created by
the belligerents in this war. It is important to invest in the new generation of human rights
advocates to counter militarization and the normalization of war crimes.

There is a critical need to establish urgent service points, one-stop centers, and fistula
clinics in states and cities bordering Gezira, like Gedaref, and Kassala, where cases and
crimes can be documented, and survivors can access desperately needed sexual and
reproductive health and psychological services.

The UN Security Council must establish a war crimes tribunal to address the many
atrocities, including CRSV, being committed during the war in Sudan. Given the prevalence
of CRSV and other atrocities that target women in particular during this war, it is crucial
that the tribunal ensure that particular attention is given to investigating these crimes
and holding perpetrators accountable. The international justice system must use such
mechanisms to hold Abu Aqla Keikel, the RSF commander in the Gezira region, along with
all other commanders and members of RSF leadership, accountable for the war crimes
being committed in Gezira, including CRSV. The evidence clearly shows their responsibility
for commanding atrocities and war crimes. Accountability for these crimes is integral to
sustainable peace and justice.

The Independent International Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) mandate for Sudan should be
extended to allow access by more communities, human rights advocates, and witnesses
from Gezira, including special outreach programs. Women'’s rights and human rights
organizations that document and monitor human rights must be empowered and trained
to engage with the FFM and other investigating authorities.
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For further inquiries, please contact:
SIHA Network
® +256706442912 / +256200 906263

@ info@sihanet.org

@ https://sihanet.org O @sihanet

0@ @SIHA-Network @sihanetwork
© SIHA Network

@ Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA)

SUPPORT US: https://sihanet.org/support-us/



	_Int_GywbBrnS
	_Int_IPJPgu10
	_Int_43tWqVfq
	_Int_EEr7sRC9
	_Int_ORWuPAKM
	_Hlk168508391
	_Hlk169768292
	_Int_fBYlPnZu
	_Int_1McSqoPR
	_Hlk168508391
	_Int_ZrnGvxUm
	_Hlk169768782

